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Dear Parents,
Part of our responsibility as parish educators under the Diocese of Kalamazoo is to provide education pertaining to the safety of your child whether physically or emotionally, in-person or online. In the past this has been done by setting aside certain class days for our Catechists to address these important topics, ensuring parents are informed of these dates, and allowing them to opt-out if they so desire. It has been made clear to our Diocese that while the former model was good and was executed to good effect, the most effective way of addressing these topics is through simple conversations with mom and dad. As such, our Diocese is transitioning to a new model of safety education that focuses on providing resources to you, the parent, so that you can feel equipped and comfortable to have those conversations at home. 
Training will be provided to you at a meeting at the beginning of our next school year (date TBA). Lesson plans will be provided for you to review ahead of time. We believe that parents having these discussions with their children is one of the primary ways to create a safe environment for your children.  Not only will you receive some education on safety for your children but discussing the lesson at home will create an atmosphere where children will feel more comfortable having these discussions with you, and bringing up any concerns they have.  
Aside from reading this letter (well-done) there are 3 Items to be addressed at this time:
1. Please take the time to watch this video put out by the Diocese which breaks down more the background on safety issues in general, and some guides on how to discuss these issues with your children: https://vimeo.com/811667517
2. Review the material relevant to your child’s grade-level. This is NOT material to be given directly to your child or to be presented to your child verbatim, but rather is a guide for you to use in discerning how best to approach this conversation with your child. Please contact me at mcrean@bcacs.org if you’re having trouble accessing the material. 
a. Each lesson plan contains two parts: 
i. Part one is background information for the lesson leader that is designed to help give you the perspective you'll need to help your students have a more meaningful learning experience. 
ii. Part two contains the activity options you can select as you deliver the safety concepts to the students.
3. After reviewing the material, if you’ve decided that this is not something you’re interested in, you must fill out the opt-out form and turn it in to me no later than May 21st. If you do not turn in this form on time, it is presumed that you are opting-in to the program. 
This is a new endeavor for us at St. Joeseph’s as well as for our whole Diocese. I thank you in advance for your patience as we introduce this new safe environment educational model. I’ll happily answer any questions that I can in the meantime. I truly hope you find it to be a help and a blessing to your relationship with your child. 
[image: ]Sincerely in Christ,

Max Crean
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